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FOOTNOTES 
* Many people have a secret desire to 
try their hand at the performing arts. 
This desire was satisfied by four Cleve-
land Office luminaries who made their 
professional debut as supernumeraries 
in the Metropolitan Opera's travelling 
production of Verdi's "Aida" on May l, 
1965, before 7,000 cheering opera 
lovers in Cleveland's Public Auditori-
um. Our correspondents, Bill Miller and 
Frank Otto, reported as follows. 
Two hours before curtain time Peter 
Dye, Otto, Pete Ruma and Miller (in 
photo, left to right) were assigned roles 
that matched costumes with physiques. 
Three passed the rigid army physical 
and were inducted into the Egyptian 
infantry. One flunked the physical (cos-
tume too small), but ideally filled the 
flowing sarong of an Ethiopian prisoner. 
With bright costumes, flashing weapons 
and gobs of tip-to-toe make-up, eveiy 
vestige of the reasonably intelligent, 
conservative CPA completely disap-
peared. 
Rehearsal was a brief interlude of 
organized mayhem among the ropes, 
pulleys, props and stretching ballet 
dancers that dominated the stage be-
tween the acts. Unfortunately eye 
glasses were forbidden to Pharoah's 
subjects, so some of the supers had to 
learn their parts by touch more than 
by sight. One colleague reported that 
you can get into an awful lot of trouble 
by touching a pirouetting ballet dancer. 
The big moment was cued by brazen 
trumpets heralding the triumphant 
strains of the Grand March; soldiers, 
prisoners, slaves, and dancing girls pa-
raded past center stage. Cleveland's 
own demonstrated their typical inge-
nuity by securing positions front-and-
center, close to the principal singers 
and in full view of the audience. The 
temptation to join in the singing was 
almost irresistible but not a note es-
caped their lips—an instruction of the 
stage manager that did much to insure 
the quality of the performance. 
Twenty minutes of spectacular act-
ing, one curtain call to a standing ova-
tion, and the job was done. 
After scrubbing off make-up and don-
ning street clothes the supers were al-
lowed to roam back stage and watch 
the remainder of the opera from vantage 
points in the wings or from amid the 
scenery. The established fee of $1.00 
per man (net of taxes) was paid promptly 
upon turning in the costume. 
Fame was short lived. Some envious 
non-performer inscribed beneath the 
photograph on the office bulletin board: 
"What four guys won't do for a buck." 
* A sign over the door of a much-used 
room at Cal Tech's Jet Propulsion Lab-
oratory says "Decision Revision Divi-
sion." 
* As the late spring twilight settled over 
• / 
Wall Street one evening last May, the 
excursion boat Alexander Hamilton gave 
three blasts on the whistle and slipped 
away from Pier 81 Hudson River for a 
moonlight sail. On board were more 
than 600 New York Office people and 
their guests, eager for the start of the 
1965 Boat Ride. Frank Ascher has pro-
vided the following report of the voyage. 
Two hours before sailing, an advance 
boarding party had inspected the boat 
and provisions to be sure that all our 
food, beverages and ice had come 
aboard. Name tags which had been 
printed a week before were spread al-
phabetically over two huge tables 
awaiting the stampede: it seems that 
the majority of people always manage 
to arrive at the same time. 
Some didn't, however. Sad to report, 
one of our newer assistant accountants 
and his wife were caught in a traffic 
jam. They spent one hour behind a 
stalled truck on 36th Street and ar-
rived ten minutes after the boat had 
left the pier. We found out later that 
it cost him a bundle to take his wife to 
dinner. Others couldn't attend because 
of week-end Reserve meetings. Some 
of them had even asked us to write to 
commanding officers for permission to 
attend an "official firm function." 
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Danc ing began as soon as the gang-
way was pul led back. It was a surprise 
to find among us so m a n y accountants 
who are as accomplished at the watusi 
and the frug as they are at making an 
Analytic Review. 
By seven o'clock and after a cocktail 
or two, m a n y people sett led down to 
chat t ing and sight seeing (photo). In 
an office of our size it is not often that 
all can get together at one t ime. Much 
of the early evening conversation cen-
tered about w h a t h a d h a p p e n e d since 
they h a d last seen each other. 
Dinner was served from a buffet on 
the main deck. After a short walk a n d 
u p one flight of steps, juggling a cup, 
p la te and utensils, you entered the din-
ing area. You see, this boat can carry 
2,000 persons, so w e could devote the 
upper deck to dining and still have 
room to spare. 
By the t ime coffee and dessert were 
finished, the moon was up . If you think 
the moonlight on the Wabash is pret ty , 
you 'd surely enjoy it on the Hudson . 
W e sailed back downs t ream unde r 
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the floodlit George Washington Bridge 
at about eleven. By then the b a n d h a d 
settled down to some dreamy music. 
Those couples w h o were not dancing 
strolled the upper deck. 
Al though w e docked at eleven-thirty, 
the b a n d played on unti l midnight . 
Then, as all things must, our 1965 Boat 
Ride came to a satisfying end. 
* F r i e n d l y r e l a t i onsh ips w i t h o the r 
CPAs, together wi th professional cour-
tesy and a desire to b e helpful, fre-
quent ly result in engagements upon the 
recommendat ion of our contemporaries . 
In looking th rough the files recently, 
the New Orleans Office noted the fol-
lowing engagements of this kind in 
which w e are serving clients jointly wi th 
local firms or individual pract i t ioners: 
— Internat ional tax p lanning services, 
reques ted by a local CPA for one of his 
clients contemplat ing drilling opera-
tions overseas. 
— A five-year MAS engagement for a 
pr int ing company whose local CPA con-
tinues to do the audi t and tax work. 
— A filing with the S E C by a company 
whose local auditors sought us out. 
They will retain the annual audi t and 
tax work. 
— Audi t and S E C work for an invest-
men t company, where the work will b e 
done in cooperation with the local CPA. 
— Inventory observation at locations in 
the U.S. and overseas where the com-
panies ' local CPAs do not have offices. 
* T h e customer of one of our Los An-
geles aerospace clients insists that the 
area in which his electronic gear is as-
sembled be completely clean to pro tec t 
the circuitry of the final assemblies. 
This provided a novel experience for 
five of our staff who observed the client 
taking inventory of work-in-process. 
Our H&S "Ben Caseys" suited u p in 
immacula te whi te smocks, hats , boots, 
and gloves; smoking was forbidden. 
They entered the "white room" through 
special air-lock decontaminat ion rooms. 
Their analysis paper was sprayed wi th 
a special chemical , and they were not 
even allowed to use graphi te pencils. 
W h e n t h e y e m e r g e d , t h e y p r o -
nounced the inventory "clean." 
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